THE MESSAGE AND THE MESSENGER

WHAT IS THE Message? Where does it come from? Hoivrieceived by the souls who deliver it?
These questions often arise in enquiring minds. thiedanswer is that the message is like rain, and
rain falls where it is needed and when it is nee&ed does the rain come from above? It seems to
come from above, but it first rises from below. the vapors rise first from the sea and turn into
clouds, so every aspect of knowledge gained blyeatigs rises upwards like vapor, forming into
clouds as ideas, and again falling from aboverge. There are very many names for the seasgstiver
and streams, but they all contain water. And tlaeeevarious names for religions, but they all conta
the wisdom given at different times in differentygaThere is lightning, there is thunder, and tia r
falls; and there are wars and disasters before#ssage comes. Storms are very often warnings of
what is to follow, and the different kinds of battland revolutions are often warnings before the
coming of peace.

It is sometimes asked why, if God is all-pervadiiigre is need of the special manifestation of a
messenger such as Krishna, Buddha, or Jesus. $heais given in the words of the Bhagavad-Gita
where Shri Krishna says, 'When Dharma is hindetesh | am born.' This means that a manifestation
which the people recognize as a savior or messgalgeays comes when the necessity arises. In other
words, it is necessity, it is the need of the wovldch causes the Spirit to arise in its true form.
Skepticism is the germ that causes decay at the diethe tree of life. But always when one treeg]i
another tree springs up; we see in our own liveg,especially at times when we are sunk in
depression and sorrow, that some answer comes tifflculty of the situation. It may come from a
friend, from a brother, from parents, from a bebijvene may even get what is necessary at such a
moment from one's enemy. But why should a messalyecome in time of pain or after a great
sorrow? Why should not a message come every daynfgs guidance? There are two reasons for
this: one is that there is constant guidance frbova, but man, so absorbed in his life's activities
does not open his heart to listen to that messagecasee where it comes from. And the other reason
is that the deeper the sorrow, the higher the voidke heart rises, until it reaches the thron&od;

and that is the time when the answer comes.

In all ages and to all peoples the message of @edaen sent. And that message has been kept by
those who received it in the form of a scriptured ghe name of the messenger and his honor have
been held high by those who have followed thatigaer message. No matter at what time in the
history of the world the message came, one thisgiis: that it has always penetrated the heart of
man and left its impression and its influence, ewaltiplying and spreading, proving it to be the
message of God. And there is no better instanti@®fruth than the coming of Jesus Christ, and the
fact that he gave his message to so few, mosfighhermen. Even though the conditions in which the
Master had to deliver his message were difficidt,the message was God's, and it did not fail to
make a lasting impression on the souls of men.

Since it is the message of God, whenever it cotriedriom the same source. When it came a
thousand years ago it was His message; when it admedred years ago it was His message; and if
it came today it would be also His message. Howrignt man has been through all the ages ! And he
shows his ignorance even today, for whenever tresage has come, man has fought and disputed
and argued. Man has held fast to one prophet aruteg the others, because although he knew his
religion he did not know the message. He has tékeiook as his religion without recognizing the



message. If that were not the general tendency,itbes could Jesus Christ with His most spiritual
message have been crucified? There had been piephacd besides prophecies the Master himself
was the evidence of his message, as the sayinity Nabat you are, speaks louder than what you' say.
And how thickly veiled man's eyes must be by tHigjien, the faith, the belief he holds, for him to
accept only one messenger and to reject the megsaggeby other prophets, not knowing that the
message is one and the same!

It is one thing to love and another thing to untéerd. The one who loves the messenger is a devotee;
but the one who knows the messenger is his fri€hdre is a tendency in the human race which has
appeared in all ages: it leads man to accept esgagession of the message which has been given
him, to be won by it, blessed by it, and yet td t@irecognize who the messenger is. The followérs
each form of the message profess devotion to tioedt and Master, by whatever name he had in the
past, but they do not necessarily know the Ma¥#rat they know is the name and the life of the
Master that has come down to them in history dtiti@n; but beyond that they know very little about
him. If the same one came in another form, in & galapted to another age, would they know him or
accept him? No, they would not even recognize because it was not the message but the form that
they accepted in the past; a certain name or ctearacpart but not the whole.

There is a story about a great Sufi in India, whues®e was Usman Haruni. He was a murshid to
whom came thousands of disciples, among them mbtieanost learned and philosophical people
of the time. He taught them the deepest truthsyaticism, and most of all to worship the nameless
and formless God. But there came a time when lteteahem, 'So far | have worshipped according to
tradition, but now | feel that | must go and prastrmyself before the image of the goddess Kalilin
humility." His pupils were aghast. That he, whoseoeption of God had been so lofty, should go and
bow before the hideous image of Kali, to worshippwiwas to break the law of their religion, was
beyond anything they could conceive, and caused tbdear that their master had lost his reason.
Some even thought that he was treading the downpaid

So when the teacher went to the temple of Kaliy omle of his pupils went with him, a youth whose
devotion to his master was very great. As they wihetteacher said to this disciple, "You should go
back. They are many, and are surely in the rigamIperhaps in the wrong.' But the young man still
followed. When the temple was reached, the teashsrso greatly moved by the thoughts that the
image of the goddess suggested to him that herptedthimself in humility. And the disciple,
standing by, looked on with sympathy at the thowgjlttow many followers his master had had, and
of how in one moment all had turned from him. Whiemteacher arose he said, 'Do you still follow
me?' And when the disciple said that he did, tHg han asked him further, 'But perhaps you do not
understand why you follow me?' Then the youth s&idy have taught me the first lesson of the
spiritual path: that none exists save God. How tanl exclude this image of Kali, if you choose to
bow and prostrate yourself before it?'

The ways in which the message is given are diftdvsenause the mentality of mankind differs at each
period. Every prophet had to speak in the mann#reotime in which he lived, and according to the
evolution of that time. Also, the custom of eachroy differs from that of other countries; the
manners and life differ. If the messenger is barane country and has to give his message in anothe
country, surely he has to consider the way in wilehpeople there look at life, and to give his
message accordingly. But the message is always®od This is the reason why the external study



of Buddhism will make one feel that Hinduism isferent from Buddhism, and the external study of
Christianity and Islam will make one feel that Ghianity is different from Islam; but if one sawath
underlying thread that connects all religions, oelld see that all religion is one, as truth is,case
life is one, as God is one.

Truth is the soul of religion. When Jesus camearthehe did not say, 'l have brought you a new
religion never heard of by you or your ancestdte.said he had not come to give a new law but to
fulfill the law; in other words, 'l have come tortmue giving you that which you have received
before and have not understood.’

There are scriptures that mankind regards as oelgscriptures, but imagine how little of that
message a book can contain, and how much morehaustbeen given that was never written in a
book! If books were sufficient, then the book ofrAbam or the earlier books that were kept as
scriptures could be sufficient, but it was not le®k. The messenger, whenever he came, came to
give the life, the living spirit, the divine liglthat can shine like the sun during the day, soribatoul
with the slightest spark of sincerity could eveubibthe truth and unity of the message.

With all the opposition to the Master, at the timieen the Jews demanded his crucifixion, did those
who were present sincerely think the Master wakyjuNo, each one of them was more or less
impressed by the truth of the message, yet torrobyention and custom, bound by laws, held fast by
the religious authority that was in power. Theyldoot express their sincere feelings, and so law
governed instead of love. And this state of things existed in all ages. Blinded by conventions and
by the laws of his time and the customs of his pgaopan has ignored and opposed the truth. Yet at
the same time the truth has never failed to makienpression upon the soul, because the soul & all
one soul, and truth is one truth under whatevegio#l it is hidden.

In reality there cannot be many religions; thererily one. There cannot be two truths; there cannot
be two masters. As there is only one God and diggae, there is one master and there is one truth.
And the weakness of man has been that only whist decustomed to consider as truth he takes to be
truth, and anything he has not been accustomedaodr think frightens him. Just like a person in a
strange land, away from home, the soul is a stratiogie nature of things it is not accustomediat

the journey to perfection means rising above litiotss, rising so high that not only the horizon of

one country, of one continent, is seen, but thabhefwhole world. The higher we rise, the wider
becomes the horizon of our view.

Many intellectual people, with their various idedsfer from one another in their opinions and in
their way of looking at things, in their speculaiso but do the prophets differ from one another? No
they cannot differ. The reason is that it is theowgs minds which differ, not the souls. The oneowh
lives in his mind, is conscious of his mind; theeamho lives in his soul is conscious of the soul.
Spiritual means spirit-conscious. There is a liha song, 'The night has a thousand eyes, theulay b
one.' When a person is living in his mind, hevily through the darkness of the night. The moment
he rises above his mind and awakens in the ligttte@toul he becomes spiritual. And if a thousand
spiritual people speak, they will say the sameghperhaps in different words but with only one
meaning, for they have one and the same visiors i§hwhy spiritual realization is called the truth.
There are many facts but only one truth. The faatsbe put into words but not the truth, for God is
truth, the soul is truth, the real self of manrigh. Since truth is unlimited and incomparabla|dne



knows, enjoys, and realizes its own existence.

The key to the secret of the messenger is givéimeiBible, but very few will ponder upon it and
reason it out for themselves. The key is in thedspil am Alpha and Omega’, 'l am the first and the
last." Can that mean, 'l came only for a time, teah | was called Jesus, and only then did | give a
message: | spoke neither before nor after that?ilippha and Omega means First and Last; always,
continually present; never absent from the begmwoincreation to the end.

A question arises in the enquiring mind: who mag #ipha and Omega be? What was he before
Jesus Christ? What would he be after the time sufisi€hrist? For those who put the water of the
ocean in a pitcher, that water is from the oceahydally only the ocean is the ocean. When thése o
various creeds, who have different dogmas and fafmgrship, say that only this or that is the
teaching of Christ, it may be partly true; butsitniot all the teaching of Christ. It is as truesaging,
‘This is the ocean’, if one brought some water ftoenocean in a pitcher.

This shows that there was a personality calledsJ€suist who brought the message; it was the
personality that was Jesus. This is the secrdtatfAlpha and Omega spirit of Christ. If one could
only see that spirit hidden behind different peedities one would be constantly in the vision of
Christ.

As many souls as there are in the world, so mamyrerir fancies and their fantasies. Many look
favorably at a certain teacher, but as many doAwd.there has never been one teacher in the world
whom everyone regarded with favor. Praise cannigt @ithout blame, for nothing has existence
without its opposite, just as pleasure cannot existout pain. No one can be great and not small; n
one can be loved and not hated. There is no onasntated by all and not loved by some-one; there
is always someone to love him.

If one would realize that the world of God, Hisesmdlor and magnificence, are to be seen in the wise
and the foolish, in the good and the bad, thermaméd think tolerantly and reverently of all

mankind, knowing that it represents the messeragethe messenger represents God. For no one has
seen God at any time, but if there is anyone wpeoesents God, it is the man who speaks His word.
God is seen in the one who glorifies Him. But if tiearts are closed, even if we wait for a thousand
years for the messenger to show himself, we skeaktnfind him. For he who is always there has said,
'l am Alpha and Omega. | exist every moment. Whaungall me, | am there. Knock at the door, and |
will answer you.' And those whose eyes are openadmeed to go to a church and look at a picture or
statue of the Lord. In the eyes of every infanthie smile of every innocent child, they receive th
blessing of Christ.

It only means changing one's outlook on life, aawbgnizing the divine in man. But man has ignored
the divine spirit that manifests in humanity, ahdays prefers an idol, a painting, a picture, t® th
living God, who is constantly before him. For tlags, the seer, the saint, and the yogi who begin to
see the master, and see him living, there is ntephhere he cannot be seen. Then everywhere the
beloved master is ready to answer the cry of thémming from friend, father or teacher. And if we
go a little further forward, we will find that theacher speaks aloud, not only through living b&ing
but through nature. If the eyes and ears are dperigaves of the trees become as pages of the.Bibl
If the heart is alive, the whole life becomes oimgle vision of His sublime beauty, speaking taatis
every moment.



There is also the metaphysical side of this, fes metaphysics which makes things distinct and
intelligible to those whose reason asks questimas] and the study of man is the study of the whole
universe. As Ali says, 'Know thyself, if thou wostdknow God.' The secret of this is the knowledge
that when man comes to earth, he is both soul ady, lor as others would say, spirit and body, and
that the action and reaction of soul and body preduhat we call mind. And in the same way it is the
action and reaction of God and His creation whiatehproduced the Spirit of Guidance, and it is that
spirit which is the soul of Christ.

One may understand this better by an exampleeircéise of an individual, the affairs of his evegyda
life bring him to a realization and understandimgvbat his actions have brought about, and itis th
understanding of life which becomes his spirit ofdgnce which is called Buddhi in Vedantic terms.
Again, the Prime Minister of a country stands betais country and the world; his experience
guides him to direct the affairs of the nation.

The medium between soul and body is called spirithe collective spirit it is that spirit of the
messenger; and that is why the divine messagedangnswer to every soul. It is not necessarily a
law for the multitude or a religion for the worlolt it brings an answer to every existing soul; and
before the soul has expressed its cry it has redtieeheart of the messenger.

Can anyone claim the message falsely? How couldrengver dare to do such a thing! If it is already
so difficult for the true messenger of God to statehdfast in all the winds of destruction, howldou
falsehood ever withstand such a wind? Only theimessenger can stand firm whenever the message
is given to the world. Truth alone is victorious.

There is great expectation all over the world pest that the teacher is coming again. And the
expectation seems to be as if the teacher will coineet from the sky, and as if the whole worldlwil
accept and expect him, that the lawyers, scientisiserialists, and teachers of the different sedts
fall on their knees before him when he comes. Bweionly think of the coming of Jesus Christ in
that humble garb, and how no one accepted him glitnimlife! In his unassuming life, preaching to
simple men, was he accepted as Christ, or is h€lmast today? If we look at the lives of different
prophets and teachers, were they ever acceptetta? dduhammad was three times chased out of
Mecca, his own city, and had to flee in the nigimgl during the long life struggle of Moses, in émel
he could only work because of the permission offéta Krishna passed his whole life unknown,
until, in the war described in the MahabharatauAa asked for his blessing and fought; it was only
then that the moment of his message came.

In order to recognize a world-message, peoplel iagas have pointed out and predicted a messenger
coming from this or that corner of the world. Bahanan ever authorize a messenger of God? Has he
the power to authorize a man, and say: this willhgeMessenger of God, or: this is the Messenger of
God? God alone can send His messenger. Thingappehing now such as have never happened
before; people talking so freely about the messeage the message. They discuss the most sacred
things, things that if one really knew them woukkg one's lips sealed. There could not be a worse
degeneration of religion than this. Has the messeager been advertised? Can any man come
forward in the world and make a claim of this kiadd also be true? No, the message is like a spring
of water: it rises and falls and makes its waytbglf, so that no one can make an imitation df the
message is true, it will always make its way toehd of the world. It is always so with the message



of God.

But those who wait, may wait. It is their destioywtait, and one cannot help them. They waited while
Jesus Christ came and went, and they still waitvafidvait for ever. And yet he has always come; to
the individual, to the multitude, to the nationthe race. He came, and spoke to the whole would; b
did he come with drums and trumpets? No, he cantteeilnumblest guise, in the most unassuming
manner; as our brother, our servant, our friendeoual. Man, because of his devotion, has called
him Lord; but he said, 'Call me not good. | am likgo you.' It is not his absence that keeps man in
ignorance; it is man's own closed eyes. The Mdstsralways been present, but man knew him not.

As to the instrument of the message, in realitywthele universe is an instrument, and every object
and every being in it is an instrument. Throughalier instrument He chooses, God gives His
message. There is a saying of Jalaluddin Rumg,'Riater, air, and earth are God's servants, and
whenever He wishes them to work for Him, they &ady to obey his command.' If the elements are
the obedient servants of God, cannot man be aggraatl better instrument?

In point of fact God Himself is the messenger.ha aspect of God He is God, but, in the form of the
messenger, He is the messenger. The tide of theusges, and when the sea has that motion it is
called tide, but in reality the tide is the sealits

It is not solid wood that can become a flute, betémpty reed. It is the perfection of that passgs

in the heart of the messenger which gives scopthéomessage from above; for the messenger is the
reed, the instrument. The difference between fésaind the life of the average man is that thedast

full of self. It is the blessed soul whose headn#pty of self, who is filled with the light of God

The messenger has five aspects to his being: irvgedihe ideal, the prophet, the message-beardr, a
the teacher. Four of these aspects have alreadyrbertioned, so there remains only the last, which
is the aspect of the teacher.

The claim of Risalat in man's lifetime is a greatden, heavier than earth and larger than heaven. |
the fulfillment of the message which must identifg name with the Spirit of Guidance. Man,
however great, should never claim perfection, fierlimitation of his external being limits him inet
eyes of men. The claimant of Christhood, livingeamth, must be searched by numberless
searchlights constantly falling upon him. Most nosam only see the limitations of his human life, and
can never probe the heights of his divinity; conapigely few can do this.

The claim of Christhood seemed to the people teatgior Jesus; that is why he was crucified by the
intolerant world. Christ was not crucified becatlse people of his time were unevolved, but because
it is always difficult to live among people aboveasge standard of goodness one has risen. If Christ
appeared today with the claim of Christhood, ewelay he would be crucified. Christ cannot be
without the cross, nor can the cross be withoutsEhChrist and cross both stand together.

What is asked of a messenger is to be as fineséisea thread, that he may tune his lute as higheas
chooses; and yet to be as strong as the gut ssontpat he may endure the wear and tear of liteen
world. To be so tender as to respond to everyfaaympathy, and to be so firm as to bear allghin
To be in the world and yet not of the world. Tceli@nd not to live, for the Lord God alone lives.
What does the prophet bring? Does he bring newridest new teachings, and new laws? He does,
and yet he does not; for there is nothing new utitesun, and it is ever the same law which he



comes to fulfill. When the need is there, the pegpiries aloud that which has always been whispered
gently by the lips of the wise of all ages. Beyamdl above the words, he brings the light whichrslea
things, making them simple and as if they had asa@gen known to the soul on earth; he brings life,
revivifying the hearts and souls which otherwise ldte dry bones in the grave of the human body.
Yes, the prophet brings a religion, but that isadbtwhat he really brings to earth is the liviGgd,

who is otherwise hidden in the heavens.

And who is the Master? He is seen by all, and géteally seen. He is known to many, and yet
recognized by few. He speaks to all; yet his siequgickens every soul. Most attached is he, and yet
detached; most interested, and yet indifferent. @atisposition, and yet most joyful; poor as man c
be, and yet so rich. King in his soul, he yet walki$ the bowl of the beggar in his hand from dtmr
door. Warning of danger and consoling the brokesrtieel; comrade of the youthful and friend of the
aged. Master of life within and without, yet thevat of all. Such is the being of the Master. ble i
man in the sight of man, but God in the Being oiGo

The message is the answer to the cry of individadl collective souls. The voice of God is speaking
all the time, but no one listens; therefore Godrasifested as man, that He might speak with a yet
louder voice. But even then man does not listethéntime of Christ the inspiration was there, the
voice was there and the divine power; but how feaverthose who listened and understood! It has
always been so, and it always will be so. It issomder that Jesus had so few disciples, and even
among them perhaps not one who had a true unddnsgaof the Master. At the hour when
Muhammad was passing away, when hundreds of higblis were there, he pointed out one and
said, 'l am wisdom and Ali is the door." Great pexjpy has arisen as to why this was so when the
Master had the power to make everyone understautdt ®as not meant to be so. Each has his own
puzzle to solve. How uninteresting the world wolbédif all men were perfect; it would be like a
piano in which all the notes were the same.

Whenever the spirit of God has come forth in it tiorm, the world has been against it. Why has thi
been so? It is because man has two sides to hisenane false and the other real; and beforertiee t
messenger can penetrate to the reality of a mairig bhe first touches the false or unreal pad, an
that revolts. And in the case of a man who doeseawilt, even though the light reaches him histhear
is covered, and it only touches the cover. Suclaa i attracted, yet he doubts.

There are egos who are not willing and ready tejgicall that attracts them. The more something
attracts them, the more they rebel against it,ettspy it of being a temptation. Even if they dee t
reality of something that attracts them they cosmsttie tendency of being attracted to be a weakness

There are egos who refuse to accept what theidreas accepted, and refuse to admire fully what
that friend has admired. And even if they reallghvio accept something that their friend has
accepted, they will refuse to do so. For the tengef that ego is to swim against the tide; iths t
strength of that ego. Against this strength Chvést said, '‘Blessed are the poor in spirit." It asthy

this same strength of mentality which has stoodagainst the messengers, building a fortified wall
between the messenger and the souls who long fdamgee. There are, however, those who are like
lighted candles: they can light other candles &eg tan inspire others. But the other candles tmist
of wax; if they are of steel they cannot be light€de heart must be like wax; it must melt; ifstike
steel, it cannot be illumined.



It is easier for the idealistic devotee to enhdmsadeal when the ideal is not present; its presen
often hinders the devotee in strengthening hislidea the ideal which grows and expands in the
imagination of the devotee will always excel theabpersonality who is living the life of limitatig
on earth.

The souls who believe in a messenger because ofifasulous powers, or because they see the
belief of his adherents, are followers; but thelséa whom the presence of the messenger is the
evidence, to whom his words are a proof, and torwhweir own belief is a conviction, are the
foundation of the world's new temple.

His disciples are to the teacher as all the objefickeaven and earth are to the sun. Some are
responsive to the light of the sun, and becomehobld. Some grow and thrive, and bring out their
color and fragrance. Some close their eyes or bedsimd in the light of the sun. Some begin their
life's activities as the sun rises; and some athaitising of the sun during the dark, depressigbtn

in pain and suffering. Some look forward to theacleg of the clouds and the smiles of the sun. But
the stars and planets in heaven are still moreoresspe and more closely connected with the special
current of the sun; and so are the disciples whaknse to the spirit of the teacher. They are his
special apostles; they give out the light of the that is reflected in their heart.

There are three stages of action which the sirfoioevers of the message have to pass through, and
the difficulty is that each stage has a tendendyrider them from going on to the next stage. Ared t
reason is that there is no end of interest andihapp at every stage that they have to go thraugh i
their lives. Another reason is that one stage iediifferent from another, and therefore eachestag
has a kind of contrary action to the previous one.

These three stages may be called receiving theagesassimilating the message, and representing
the message. For a sincere mureed the first seagbecso interesting that he may think he can never
have enough of it, the receiving of that endlessdadge; and the heart of the seeker after truth
which is never full may receive it for ages andiyet never enough. When the receiver of the
message is at that stage, then the activity ofutiber stages remains unaccomplished.

The next stage, which is the stage of assimilaiomost necessary, and very few can imagine how
long it takes for the spirit to assimilate knowledyf truth. One assimilates it by the power of
contemplation. It is by pondering over the subjé¢latd one has heard, by practicing the teachings in
one's life, by looking at the world from the poaitview which one has been taught, by observing one
thing in its thousand different aspects, that swmailates. Many people before assimilating the
know-ledge wish to reason about it, wish to disayssish to justify it and see how it fits in witheir
own preconceived ideas. In this way they distugbdigestive fire of the spirit, for just as the
mechanism of the body is always working to helpgsimilate food, so the spirit is constantly
working to assimilate all that one learns throughide. Therefore it is a matter of patience, dfitay

life easily without troubling the mind too much owkings, and of allowing the knowledge which one
has received as a food of the spirit to have tioneet assimilated. By trying to assimilate knowledge
too soon, man loses his normal health; it is jikst taking drugs to help to digest food, which @ n
beneficial in the end.



But the third process is also necessary, and tlvbsecare little for this stage, the one of représen
miss a great deal in life. A person who, alone,d&e something beautiful, who has heard something
harmonious, who has tasted something delicious, veisssmelt something fragrant, may have
enjoyed it, but not completely. The complete jonisharing one's joy with others. For the selbsle
who enjoys himself and does not care for othergthdr he enjoys things of the earth or things of
heaven, his enjoyment is not complete. So it ig onthis third stage that the following of the
message is fulfilled, when a soul has heard angbbadered upon it, and has passed the same
blessing on to others.

Four Kinds of Discipleship

There are four kinds of disciples, of whom only @a@ be described as a real disciple. One kinukiglisciple of
modern times, who comes and says to his teachex WilVstudy this book together,” or, "Have youddhat book? It
is most interesting," or, "l have learned from someelse before, and now | would like to learn when from you,
and then | will pass on to something which is stiire interesting.” Such a person may be calléddest, but not yet
a disciple. His spirit is not that of a discipleis the spirit of a student who goes from one arsity, from one college,
to another, from one professor he passes intodhdshof another. He may be well-suited for sucklledtual pursuits,
but the spirit of the disciple is different.

Then there is another type who thinks, "What | gahout of him | will get. And when | have colledt#, then | shall
use it in the way | think best." Well, his way It of a thief who says, "I will take what | caorin the purse of this
person, and then | shall spend it for my own puegoghis is a wrong attitude because spiritual iragon and power
cannot be stolen. A thief cannot take them. If &g this attitude, such a disciple may remain witbeaher for a
hundred years and still leave empty-handed. Therenany in this world today who make intellecturadft their
occupation; anything intellectual they find, theke it and use it. But they do not know what hamaytdo by this
attitude. They paralyze their minds and they ctosé own spirit.

Then there is a third wrong tendency of a discipléo hold back something which is most essentamealy,
confidence. He will say, "Tell me all you can teawh, all | can learn, give me all that you haveotwdver, in his

mind he says, "l will not give you my confidencet f do not yet know if this road is right or wrofy me. When you
have taught me, | shall judge; then | shall seetuths; but until then, | do not give you my coadince, though my ears
are tuned to your words." This is a third wrongdimcy. As long as a disciple will not give his ddehce to his
spiritual guide, he will not get the full benefitlus teaching.

The fourth kind is the right kind of discipleshifhis does not come by just thinking that one wadiklel to go on the
spiritual path, or that one would like to be a ghls a mureed, a chela. There comes a time inyguanson’s life when
circumstances have tried him so much that he begife| the wish to find a word of enlightenmesgme counsel,
some guidance, a direction on the path of trutheline values of all things and beings are changihis eyes, that
is the time he begins to feel hungry for spiritgaidance. Bread is meant for the hungry, not fos¢hwho are quite
satisfied.

If a person like this goes in search of a teadhen he takes the right step. However, there iffiaudty. If he wants to
test the teacher first, then there is no end tagbing. He can go from one teacher to anothem the earthly being to
the heavenly being, testing everyone, and in tlie what will he find? Imperfection. He is lookingrfit, and he will
find it. Man is an imperfect being, a human bemdjmited being. If he wants to find perfectionarimited being, he



will always end up being disappointed with whoelwemmeets, whether it is an angel or a human b#ihg.were
simple enough to accept any teacher that camedysawd said, "l will be your mureed,” then it woblel easier,
although this is perhaps not always practicable.

Someone asked a Brahmin, "Why do you worship acjedck, an idol of stone? Look, here | am, a wgophr of the
God who is in heaven. This rock does not listeyao, it has no ears.” And the Brahmin said, "If yave no faith,
even the God in heaven will not hear you; and u fave faith, this rock will have ears to hear."

The middle way and the best way is to consult ooe/s intuition and inspiration. One’s intuition magy, "l will seek
guidance from this teacher, whether he is raisgl by the whole of humanity, or whether he is labkéwith
contempt and prejudice by thousands, | do not'tareen one follows the principle of constancy ihadng to that
one teacher. But if a person is not constant ospimgual path, he will naturally have difficulty the end. For what is
constancy? Constancy is the reflection of eterdityd what is truth? Truth is eternity; and so ielgag for truth, one
must learn the principle of constancy.

The disciple has to have full confidence in thehes's guidance, in the direction that is givemito by the teacher.
The Buddhists who regard a spiritual teacher witagreverence say, "We do not care whether heliskwwown or
not. Even if he is, we do not know if he will actepr reverence. If he receives it, we are not bereeeds it."
Worship can only be given to those whose presemcare conscious of; and it is especially intenaedHe spiritual
teacher, for he shows us the only path that fredsom all the pains of this life. That is why angshall other
obligations involving earthly gain and benefit, thidigation to the spiritual teacher is the greates it is concerned
with the liberation of the soul on its journey tads Nirvana, which is the only desire of every soul

The teacher does not always teach in plain worlds.spiritual teacher has a thousand ways. It magdidoy his
prayers, he can guide his disciple. It may be blydtis thought, his feeling, or his sympathy, eaea distance, he may
guide him. Therefore, when a disciple thinks theathn be taught only by words or teachings, bytjmes or

exercises, it is a great mistake.

In order to get the right disciples and the righople to come to him, a Sufi who lived in Hyderabazatle a wonderful
arrangement. He got a grumpy woman to sit just hsainouse; and to anyone who came to see thetgeedter, she
would say all kinds of things against the teacheua how unkind he was, how cruel, how neglectioly lazy. There
was nothing she would leave unsaid. As a resultpbiO0, 95 would turn back, they would not daredme near him.
Perhaps only five would come wanting to form tleeim opinion about him. The teacher was very pledsatthe 95
went away, for what they had come to find was hetd, it was somewhere else.

There is another side to this question. The firstg the teacher does is to find out what the jmgsseed of his
disciple is. Certainly, the disciple has come teksafter truth and to be guided to the path of Gud;at the same time,
it is the psychological task of the teacher to diigethought first to the pressing need of hisigisg whether the
disciple speaks of it or not. The teacher’s efiodirected towards removing that first difficuthgcause he knows it to
be an obstacle in the disciple’s way. It is easyafgoul to tread the spiritual path becausethasspiritual path that the
soul is looking for. God is the seeking of everulsand every soul will make its way naturally, yiding that there is
nothing to obstruct it. So ,the most pressing neelde removal of any obstruction. Thus, a desare lee fulfilled, it

can be conquered, or it can be removed. If itli@led, so much the better. If it is not right tolfill it, then it should be
conquered or removed in order to clear the way.t€heher never thinks that he is concerned witldisisiple only in
his spiritual progress, in his attainment of Goa, i there is something blocking the way of thgciple, it will not be
easy for the teacher to help him.



There are three faculties which the teacher corselesential to develop in the disciple: deepettiegsympathy,
showing the way to harmony and awakening the spititeauty. One often sees that without being taagi
particular formula or receiving any particular leson these three subjects, the soul of a sindscgte will grow
under the guidance of the right teacher, like atlaat is carefully reared and watered every dagry month, and
every year. Without knowing it himself, he will bego show these three qualities: the ever-groveyimpathy; the
harmonizing quality increasing every day more amdanand the expression, understanding and appoeciaf beauty
in all of its forms.

One may ask, is there no going backwards? Wellgsioms there is a sensation of going backwardsagigrhen one
is at sea and the ship may move in such a waytieasometimes has the feeling that one is goingviaals, although
one is really going forwards. One can have the ssmeation when riding on an elephant or a cambeeih the lives
of some disciples this sensation is felt, it ismag but a proof of life. Nevertheless, a discipiél often feel that since
he became a disciple he finds many more faultsmsélf than he had ever seen before. This may pblewat does not
mean that his faults have increased; it only mélaaisnow his eyes have opened wider so that evanhd sees many
more faults than before.

There is always a great danger on the spiritudl fiett the disciple has to overcome — he may develteeling of
being exalted, of knowing more than other peopi®eing better than other people. As soon as apdfsnks, "l am
more," the doors of knowledge are closed. He valhmore be able to widen his knowledge because aitcaily, the
doors of his heart are closed the moment he shikapW." Spiritual knowledge, the knowledge of |ife so
intoxicating, so exalting, it gives such a great jinat one begins to pour out one’s knowledge feedmyone who
comes along as soon as this knowledge springsutpf Bt that time the disciple could realize thatshould conserve
that kindling of the light, reserve it, keep it kit himself and let it deepen, then his words wawdtibe necessary and
his presence would enlighten people. As soon asghig rises and he pours forth what comes othaifspring in
words, although on the one side his vanity wilshésfied, on the other side his energy will beaaidted. The little
spring that had risen, he has poured out beforr®#nd he remains without power. This is why reser taught to
the true disciple, the conserving of inspiratiod @ower. The one who speaks is not always wisgtite one who
listens who is wise.

During discipleship, the first period may be caltbd period of observation. In this, the disciplih a respectful
attitude, observes everything good and bad, rigtitverong, without expressing any opinion about thExery day
this reveals to the disciple a new idea on theesitbfroday he thinks it is wrong, but does nots@ytomorrow he
wonders how it can be wrong. The day after tomorewhinks, "But can this really be wrong?" On fibigrth day, he
may think that it is not wrong, and on the fifthyda may think that it is right. He may follow tkame process with
what is right, if only he does not express himselthe first day. It is the foolish who always riyadxpress their
opinions; the wise hold their opinions to themssh®&y holding their opinions back, they become weeery day; by
expressing their opinions, they continually becdess wise.

The second thing that is most important for theigie is learning. How is he to learn? Every wdrd tlisciple hears
coming from the lips of the teacher is a whole sddyook. Instead of reading a sacred book of digiae from
beginning to end, he has taken in one word of¢helter, and that is the same. By meditating upday ithinking
about it, by pondering upon it, he makes that waopdant from which fruit and flowers come. A boskone thing, and
a living word is another. Perhaps a whole book @da written by the inspiration of one living warstithe teacher.
Besides, the disciple practices all the meditatgimen to him, and by these exercises, he develipen him that
inspiration, that power which is meant to be depetbin the disciple.



The third step forward for the disciple lies intbeg the inspiration, the power that he has reaki@ne might ask, how
can one test it? Life can give a thousand exangflesery idea that one has thought about. If orseléarned from
within that a certain idea is wrong or right, tHia itself is an example that shows why it is wgoor why it is right.

If a person does not become enlightened, then amdired the explanation by watching the rain. lisfapon all trees,
but it is according to the response of those ttieaisthey grow and bear fruit. The sun shines wglbtine trees, it
makes no distinction between them. However, iteding to the response that the trees give tguhehat they
profit by its sunshine. At the same time, a murnsegery often an inspiration to the murshid. Ibet the murshid who
teaches, it is God who teaches. The murshid is@anhedium, and as high as the response of the thueaehes, so
strongly does it attract the message of God.

The mureed can be inspired, but he can also ceassplire. If there is no response on his siddf, thiere is
antagonism or lack of interest, then the inspiratbthe murshid is shut off; just like the clowgsich cannot produce
a shower when they are above the desert. The ddfmnts them; but when the same clouds are aliw/éotest, the
trees attract them and the rain falls.

The attributes of the disciple are reserve, thdugiiess, consideration, balance and sincerity. i@peare should be
taken that during the time of discipleship, onesdoet become a teacher; for very often, a growing s so eager to
become a teacher that before he has finished tiedpef discipleship he becomes impatient. It sddug¢ remembered
that all the great teachers of humanity, such sgsJ€hrist, Buddha, Mohammad and Zarathushtra, Ibaee great
pupils; they have learned from the innocent cliidy have learned from everyone, from every petsancame near
them. They have learned from every situation aretyegondition of the world. They have understood drey have
learned. It is the desire to learn continually timakes one a teacher, and not the desire to beadeaeher. As soon as
a person thinks, "I am something of a teacherHd®elost ground. For there is only one teacher -¢, Glone, is the
Teacher, and all others are His pupils. We allideom life what life teaches us. When a soul begathink that he
has learned all he had to learn and that now hddacher, he is very much mistaken. The greatashers of
humanity have learned from humanity more than tiese taught.



